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Welcome to Clones Film Festival 2019. Over the next 4 days, we will 
offer once again a wide range of feature films and documentaries to 
suit all ages and tastes. This year, we are delighted to be returning to 
Clones Arts Studios at the Old Post Office. Having undergone massive 
refurbishment, this unique venue will host our box office and a new 50 
seat theatre in the old sorting office. We would like to thank all those 
involved in the restoration project and are delighted that the future of the 
Old Post Office has now been secured for the arts in this area. 

Unfortunately, the Roadhouse is not available this year due to technical 
issues and is currently undergoing repair. Although its presence on the 
Diamond shall be missed, we on the committee have endeavoured to 
maintain the usual high quality of our programming. We are delighted to 
once again have the use of ‘The Safe House’ located at the Old Ulster 
Bank Building and would like to take this opportunity to thank Eamon 
and the McCaughey family for allowing us the use this fine building.  
The Courthouse will have a full programme of events including our short 
film competitions. The quality and quantity of films submitted this year 
was phenomenal. The committee had the difficult task of selecting the 
finalists and we hope that you enjoy our selections; this is a free event 
and begins at 1pm on Sunday. We are delighted to be able to bring 
to this year’s festival ‘Death and Nightingales’ based on the novel by 
Eugene McCabe. Eugene is a long-time friend of the festival and on 
behalf of the committee I would like to say that it is a privilege to be 
able to screen this excellent production and thank the BBC for its kind 
permission to do so. ‘Death and Nightingales’ will be shown on Saturday 
evening in the Courthouse with director Allan Cubitt in attendance and is 
sure to be very popular, refreshments will be served during the interval. 
For the third year running, we bring you our commissioned movie, which 
this year is ‘Day in the Sun’, directed by Ciaran Crudden. This heart-
warming short, filmed in Clones at the end of August, tells the story of 
how friendship overcomes GAA allegiances. I would like to thank all 
in the local community who were extremely helpful to the film makers.  
‘Day in the Sun’ will premiere at the Francie Awards on Sunday night at 
8pm, booking essential. 

Of course, it’s not all about film, there will be music and chat at the 
festival club each night at Adamson’s Bar. We are also delighted to 
welcome back festival favourites Well Field, the artists formerly known 
as Hacienda, who will play an acoustic session in the Clones Arts 
Studios on Saturday evening.

To Monaghan County Council, The Arts Council, Clones Credit Union, 
SuperValu Clones, Adamson’s Bar and to all our sponsors a massive 
thank you. Finally, to you our patrons, each year your numbers grow, 
and you are truly an inspiration to the committee. It may have been said 
before, but it cannot be underestimated: without you there would be no 
festival and on behalf of the committee I want to say a massive thank 
you.
I hope that in the next 4 days of the festival you all find something that 
opens your eyes, your hearts and your minds. In the words of the great 
Martin Scorsese ‘Movies touch our hearts and awaken our vision and 
change the way we see things. They take us to other places; they open 
doors and minds. Movies are the memories of our lifetime; we need to 
keep them alive’. 

Thank you
Seamie Mc Mahon, Chairperson, Clones Film Festival

Thank you...
Michael Slowey - Designer; Somhairle Mac Conghail & staff at Monaghan Arts 
Office; Karl Wallace and Fionnuala Sweeney at The Arts Council of Ireland; 
Deirdriú McQuaid, Laura Carey & all the staff at Monaghan County Library; Adge 
King; Kevin McNally & staff at Ballybay – Clones Municipal District; Ernie Hamill; 
Enda ‘Shanks’ Connolly; Eamonn McCaughey and Family; Frances Brogan and 
Kieran McGuigan; James Connolly; Maeve Cooke, Karen Wall, Michael Ryan, 
Maria Brennan and all the staff at Access Cinema; James Connolly and Declan 
Smyth at Eno Wines; Paddy McCabe @ No Borders Media; Rory Geary & Michael 
Fisher at the Northern Standard; Paula McDermott; Cleary Signs and Graphics; 
Jonathan Cavendish and Sophie Alexander at the Imaginarium; Monaghan County 
Council; Clones Credit Union; SuperValu Clones; Adamson’s Bar; our box office 
volunteers & all our sponsors!
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Welcome...



Clones Film Festival 2019 will kick off 
with a preview of things to come over the 
weekend and an exciting and varied mix 
of new short films, all of them with strong 
local connections.

Our official opening film this year is 
“Making Tom”, the directorial debut of 
Táine King & Lorraine Higgins. This 
sensitively produced short documentary, 
which premiered at the Galway Film 
Fleadh earlier this year, tells the story 
of how sculptor Mark Richards takes it 
upon himself to bring Big Tom McBride 
back to his hometown of Castleblayney, 
after a statue of the great man was 
commissioned by Monaghan County 
Council. A journey of artistry and heart, 
we feel the passion of both men come 
through as the statue comes to life before 
our eyes.

Artist Mark Richards will attend the 
screening and will be available for a 
Q&A on this exciting endeavour. The 
filmmakers, Tom McBride’s niece Táine 
King and Lorraine Higgins, as well as 
other members of the cast and crew will 
also be present at the event.

Short animation Ctrl + Alt + z by 
director Holly Keating deals with 
everybody’s computer nightmare. Ciara 
O’Shaughnessy, who is holding a stop-
motion workshop for aspiring young 
animators on Saturday, was an integral 
member of the animation team on this 
project. Please see these programme 
pages for details on the workshop.

Another highlight of the programme 
on the night is “Tongue”, a musical 
experimental short film directed by 
Robbie Perry and with cinematography 
by Nuria Roldos, which brings together a 
group of troubadours from above, below 
and beyond our borders. Answering to a 
primal call, the musicians venture through 
forests and over water to foregather at 
Cloughoughter Castle for a wild and 
exotic céilí…

If you like what you hear, you might 
join us afterwards at our Festival Club 
in Adamson’s Bar, where some of the 
musical talent involved in the film will take 
to the stage together with CFF regulars 
Darragh Slacke and Funk Appétit. Please 
see Festival Club page for details.
Finally, we are proud to once again 
screen last year’s Clones Film Festival 
commissioned supernatural short 
“Afterlife”, shot by Daniel Butler and his 
team in and around Clones in the autumn 
of 2018 and starring, among others, 
Ray Scannel, Pádraig O’Grady, Joanne 
Brennan and a host of local talent.
Watch out for our new commission, “Day 
in the Sun” by Ciaran Crudden, which will 
premiere on closing night!!

As every year, this event is free of charge; 
wine and refreshments will be served 
before the screenings, please come early! 

opening night
02 / 03

Sponsored by Eno Wines

 THURSDAY 8PM THE COURTHOUSE



Dir: Gabriel Abrantes, Daniel Schmidt 
..............................................................
Starring: Carloto Cotta, Cleo Tavares, 
Anabela Moreira
Language: Portuguese
..............................................................
96 mins Portugal, France, Brazil 2018
Cert: CLUB   

When big-hearted but vacuous 
Portuguese soccer hunk Diamantino 
(Carloto Cotta) learns about the 
European refugee crisis, it shatters 
his sheltered worldview and drains 
him of the idyllic ignorance that fuels 
his athletic prowess. Becoming a 
national embarrassment overnight, he 
resolves to make amends by adopting 
an African refugee — only to find that 

his new “son” is actually an undercover 
lesbian tax auditor investigating him 
on the suspicion of corruption. Vividly 
photographed in Super 16mm, Gabriel 
Abrantes and Daniel Schmidt’s genre-
blending and gender-bending satire 
is one of the year’s most original and 
infectiously silly comedies.

- TIFF, Toronto International Film 
Festival.

“…an inspired blast of lunacy, 
with giant puppies - its madcap 
delirium can’t hide its insistent 
politics, its disdain for sham 
populism and its compassion for the 
disenfranchised.” 
Justin Chang, Los Angeles Times 

Diamantino 
 FRIDAY 6PM POST OFFICE
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S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S 
WA S T E  A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Director: Marielle Heller
.............................................

Cast: Melissa McCarthy, Richard E. 
Grant, Dolly Wells, Ben Falcone, Jane 
Curtin
.............................................

108 minutes, USA, 2018, Cert: 15A
 
Oscar nominee Melissa McCarthy is 
perfectly cast in this true-life comedic 
drama about the writer Lee Israel. 
When Lee finds herself castaway 
from the literary world, struggling to 
make rent, she turns her considerable 
talent to the forgery of literary 
correspondence. With the help of 
a rambunctious new acquaintance 
Jack Hock (Oscar nominee Richard E 
Grant), Lee, surreptitiously finds a new 
voice, proudly declaring: “I’m a better 
Dorothy Parker than Dorothy Parker!” 
Together they find a fleeting happiness 

and a new sense of purpose.

Can You Ever Forgive Me? is an 
elegantly crafted story of humour and 
pathos. McCarthy and Grant forge a 
genuine chemistry as two outsiders, 
who find temporary solace in each 
other’s foibles. 
 

“…McCarthy and Grant deserve the 
Oscars for which they are nominated 
... It’s a great New York movie. It’s a 
great film about friendship. It’s also 
a great cat movie…”
Donald Clarke, The Irish Times 
 

“… McCarthy and Grant have 
genuine chemistry, of a vinegary 
sort.”
Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian. 

Can You Ever 
Forgive Me?
 FRIDAY 5.30PM THE COURTHOUSE

Sponsored by The Noble Grape Sponsored by KR Hire



Dir: Lila Avilés
..............................................................
Cast: Gabriela Cartol, Teresa Sánchez
..............................................................
La camarista 102 mins, Mexico 2018, 
Cert: CLUB
  
Eve is a conscientious maid with a 
broad smile and kind demeanour. 
Punctual and enterprising, paying close 
attention to the details that make a 
premier hotel so rewarding a stay, she 
hopes her impeccable professionalism 
will bring her promotion to Hotel 
Presidente’s exclusive penthouse 
floor. Long, laborious shifts prevent 
Eve from caring for her child while 
she helps guests with their own 
children. She records her day-to-day 
activities, from ensuring rooms are 
immaculately presented each morning 
and liaising with her colleagues and 

hotel maintenance staff to enrolling in 
the hotel’s adult education programme, 
which will help her chances of 
promotion. When things don’t result 
as planned, Eve transforms her lonely 
explorations and newfound courage 
into the necessary strength to face a 
life outside the glimmering tower.

Avilés’ impressive debut profits from 
a spare script and nuanced direction, 
while Gabriela Cartol’s breakout 
performance brings charisma and 
warmth to Eve. With its dry humour and 
sly observations about class, privilege 
and exploitation, The Chambermaid 
is a confident, compelling and deeply 
resonant piece of filmmaking.

“A perfect, cinematic sketch of a 
working life” – Donald Clarke, The 
Irish Times

THE 
CHAMBERMAID
 FRIDAY 8PM POST OFFICE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Garry Keane and Andrew 
McConnell
.............................................

Documentary, 92 minutes, 
Ireland/Canada 2018, Cert: 12A
.............................................

Having just been selected as Ireland’s 
entry for the Oscars’ Best International 
Feature Film category for 2020, this 
elegantly shot and masterfully crafted 
portrait of Palestinian life offers a rare 
chance to be immersed in the heart 
of Gaza, as we glimpse behind the 
walls of this misunderstood land to get 
to know the real people who inhabit 
it. Inside a Gaza City taxi, we meet 
a teacher, a student and a barber, 
who all share their dreams and daily 
predicaments with the driver, Ahmed, 
using surprising humour and candour. 
Ahmed could take them anywhere 
except that a decade old blockade 

makes it nearly impossible to leave the 
enclave.

Like its people, Gaza’s landscape feels 
kaleidoscopic: colourful yet pained, 
fragile yet resilient, ancient while 
looking to the future. Memory plays 
heavy on its consciousness. But life 
moves in cycles in Gaza and in spite 
of everything, joy and humanity can be 
found in every corner of this mosaic 
of life.

GAZA
 FRIDAY 7.45PM THE COURTHOUSE
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WINNER 
BEST

DOCUMENTARY

Dublin Film Critics’ Circle 
awards at VMDIFF2019

Sponsored by FWE Crowe Sponsored by Fred & Jo Madden



Dir: Alan Elliott, Sydney Pollack 
..............................................................
87mins, USA, 2018, Cert: G
..............................................................
Entering the venue unobtrusively, she 
smiles briefly, gathers herself for a 
moment and then starts to sing. Gently 
at first, but then ever more powerfully, 
her voice begins to carry the audience 
away into the infinity of paradise.
In January 1972, Aretha Franklin 
made her legendary album ‘Amazing 
Grace’ with the Southern California 
Community Choir and Reverend 
James Cleveland in the New Temple 
Missionary Baptist Church in Los 
Angeles. At the height of her fame, 
she made the decision to return to 
where she began, to the world of 
gospel music. Recorded in two days, 
this live album was to become the 
most successful gospel record of all 
time. On it, Franklin sings songs like 

‘How I Got Over’, ‘Precious Memories’ 
and provides an 11-minute rendition 
of ‘Amazing Grace’. The result is a 
concert film that celebrates human 
dignity and the longing for freedom 
and justice and is able to transcend 
nostalgia and intervene in discussions 
about the state of the modern world. 
It also provides ample evidence of the 
enduring charisma of this soul icon who 
died in August 2018.
-Berlin Film Festival 2019

“…a spine-tingling sensation” 
Jordan Hoffman, The Guardian  

“…one of the greatest concert films 
ever”
Donald Clarke, The Irish Times

Amazing Grace
 FRIDAY 10.15PM THE COURTHOUSE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Ivan Kavanagh 
.............................................................

Cast: Emile Hirsch, John 
Cusack, Danny Webb
..............................................................

99 mins,Ireland, Belgium, France, UK, 
2019, Cert: 16

Written and directed by award-winning 
Irish filmmaker Ivan Kavanagh 
(The Canal), Never Grow Old stars 
Emile Hirsch (Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood, Into the Wild), Déborah 
François (L’Enfant) and John Cusack 
(High Fidelity, Being John Malkovich) 
and was filmed in Connemara.

Irish carpenter and undertaker Patrick 
Tate (Hirsch) lives with his young family 
on the outskirts of a small frontier town 
on the California trail during the 1849 
gold rush. It’s a tough but relatively 
peaceful place, until outlaw Dutch 
Albert (Cusack) and his gang take over, 
killing anyone who stands up to them. 
Patrick initially plays a dangerous 
game, profiting from the outlaws’ 
mayhem, but it is only a matter of time 
before he must protect his own from 
the bloodshed.

“…a convincing Western, with a 
good dose of grim and grit.”
Film Ireland

Never 
Grow Old
 FRIDAY 8.15PM SAFE HOUSE @ ULSTER BANK

Sponsored by KC Tyres Sponsored by Portree Guest House
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This project focused on creating 
awareness among younger people 
from both sides of the border and 
communities, about the closed border 
roads of the past and the effects 
this had on border residents and 
communities. Through a sequence 
of facilitated workshops, young 
participants listened to, worked with, 
interviewed and recorded older people 
who had experienced the closed 
border. The twenty interviews recorded, 
cover a wide range of subjects from 
childhood memories and socialising on 
both sides of the border, to terrorism 
and the impact the border had 
on them and their communities. 
These interviews along with past 
recordings of one hundred and 
eighty other interviewees, collected 
photographs and paper clippings 
relating to the border can be viewed 
on borderroadmemories.com.

At this screening, Clones 
Film Festival is showcasing 
two of those interviews, 
with couple Brendan & 
Bernadette Allen from 
Lisnaskea and Christine 
Rusk from Clones, who 
were interviewed by 
Michael Cleary, Aaron 
Maguire and Jacob Newell.

A project supported by the 
European Unions PEACE IV 
Programme, managed by the 

Special EU Programmes Body

The Border 
Roads to 
Memories & 
Reconciliation 
Peace IV 
Project
 SATURDAY 11.45AM POST OFFICE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir:  Karey Kirkpatrick, Jason Reisig
.............................................................. 
Starring: Zendaya, Channing Tatum, 
James Corden
..............................................................
96 mins, USA, 2018, Cert: G

An animated adventure for all ages, 
with original music and an all-star cast, 
“Smallfoot” turns the Bigfoot legend 
upside down when a bright young Yeti 
(Channing Tatum) finds something he 
thought didn’t exist – a human. News of 
this “smallfoot” (James Corden) brings 
him fame and a chance with the girl of 
his dreams. It also throws the simple 
Yeti community into an uproar over 
what else might be out there in the 
big world beyond their snowy village, 
in a rollicking story about friendship, 
courage and the joy of discovery.

Smallfoot
 SATURDAY 11AM THE COURTHOUSE
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Sponsored by Supervalu Clones Sponsored by Monaghan County Council



Dir: Kirill Serebrennikov 
..............................................................
Cast: Teo Yoo, Irina Starshenbaum, 
Roman Bilyk
..............................................................
126mins, Russia/France, 2018 Cert:  
CLUB

Kirill Serebrennikov charts the rise 
to fame of Soviet rock pioneer Viktor 
Tsoi (Teo Yoo) in Leto, a freewheeling 
snapshot of youthful rebellion in 
the underground scene of 1980s 
Leningrad. Set to a soundtrack of 
classics from David Bowie to The 
Sex Pistols, and filmed in stunning 
black-and-white, Leto is a rock’n’roll 
musical like no other. With director 
Serebrennikov until recently detained 
under house arrest in Moscow, it 
provides a comment on Russian state 
censorship of the arts that could not be 
timelier.

“Marvellous... One of those 
movies that whisks us into a 
world that feels both familiar 
and fresh”
TIME Magazine 

“… gorgeous, grungy, achingly 
sad memory piece.” 
David Fear, Rolling Stone

LETO
 SATURDAY 1.30PM SAFE HOUSE @ ULSTER BANK
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S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Director: Zhang-ke Jia
.............................................................
Cast: Zhao Tao, Liao Fan
..............................................................
(Jiang Hu Er Nü) 141 minutes, China/
France, 2018, CLUB
The latest from critically acclaimed 
writer/director Zhang-ke Jia (A Touch 
of Sin, 13) is a crime melodrama about 
China’s aspirational gangster-classes. 
Zhao Tao stars as Qiao, the daughter 
of an old militant, but also a child of 
the new China. Qiao ends up going to 
prison to protect her minor gangster 
boyfriend Bin, but upon her release 
five years later, discovers that he has 
abandoned her. Seeking revenge, she 
sets out to track him down. 
Jia uses a three-part story set in 
different time frames, to portray what 
it means for ordinary people to live 
through extraordinary epochal social, 

economic, and cultural changes. Ash Is 
Purest White illuminates what it takes 
to keep love from burning out.

“With Ash is Purest White, the 
always surprising, habitually 
envelope-pushing film-maker Jia 
Zhang-ke gives us a complex 
romantic tragedy.” – The Guardian, 
Cannes Film Festival 2018
“The novelistic sweep of narrative, 
its characteristically rich 
socioeconomic backdrop and the 
ravishing cinematography by Éric 
Gautier make for a transporting 
experience…” - Sight & Sound 
Magazine 

ASH IS  
PUREST WHITE
 SATURDAY 1.15PM POST OFFICE

WINNER 
SPECIAL

JURY
PRIZE

Dublin Film Critics’ Circle 
awards at VMDIFF2019

Sponsored by Feldhues

Sponsored by Daniel McAdam,  
     First Choice Utility Options



Dir: Sean A Murray
.............................................................. 
78 mins, 2018 Ireland/UK, Cert: 12A
.............................................................. 
Uncovering Britain’s Secret War in 
Ireland. The story of the Glenanne 
Gang details how members of the RUC 
and UDR (a British Army regiment), 
were centrally involved in the murder 
of over 120 innocent civilians during 
the recent conflict in Ireland. Among 
the many atrocities the gang is linked 
to are the Dublin-Monaghan bombings 
which claimed the lives of 33 people 
and a full-term unborn baby in May 
1974.

Narrated by Oscar-nominated actor 
Stephen Rea and funded from 
charitable donations, crowd funding 
and from the filmmaker’s own 
pocket, the film hopes to redress an 
imbalance within public discourse 

while also offering a contextual 
appreciation of these tragic events 
from the perspectives of the families 
themselves, an important procedure 
not adequately afforded by institutional 
broadcasters in cases of state violence.

Author Anne Cadwallader from the Pat 
Finucane Centre, whose book ‘Lethal 
Allies’ this powerful documentary is 
based on will introduce the screening 
and be available for a Q&A session 
afterwards.

Unquiet Graves
 SATURDAY 3.45PM THE COURTHOUSE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Deaglán Ó Mocháin/Mark 
McCauley
.............................................................. 
Cogadh Faoi Cheilt: Scéal an IRB   
Irish/English
..............................................................
51 minutes, Ireland/UK, Cert: CLUB

The story of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood (IRB) has been hugely 
overlooked in this period of historical 
commemoration. The focus on the 
drama and turbulence of the 1912-16 
period is understandable, but without 
the work of the IRB in the previous 
decades it is arguable whether the 
events of that period would have 
happened at all, and it is impossible 
to understand partition, and its 
ongoing impact, without taking into 
consideration the role of the IRB in the 
1918-24 period.
Thanks to the IRB’s policy of entryism 
the origins of The Land League, the 
GAA, Sinn Féin, The Irish Volunteers 

and The Gaelic League are bound up 
in the story of this secret organisation. 
IRB initiatives in land reform, cultural 
revivalism, military strategy and 
popular political protest inspired 
characters as diverse as Lenin and 
Gandhi and influenced the most 
progressive elements in Britain and 
the US - trade unions, Labour and left 
organisations and broadly democratic 
forces. IRB activities in Britain also led 
to the creation of the British Special 
Branch, the British secret service, 
prison reforms, unprecedented land 
reforms in Ireland and Scotland, it 
sundered the most powerful Empire 
in the world, and inspired countless 
revolutionaries across the globe. 
Cogadh Faoi Cheilt draws on 
contributions from the foremost 
authorities on the IRB, Fenianism, Irish 
Republicanism, The Irish Revolution, 
and nineteenth and twentieth century 
Gaelic Revival and Irish nationalist 
culture and literature.

Hidden War: 
The Story of 
the IRB
 SATURDAY 2PM THE COURTHOUSE
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Director/producer Deaglán Ó Mocháin will introduce the 
screening and be available for a Q&A afterwards.

Sponsored by Scanbitz

Sponsored by Courtney Crash Repairs



Dir: Richard Billingham 
..............................................................
Cast: Ella Smith, Justin Salinger, 
Patrick Romer, Deirdre Kelly
..............................................................
108 minutes, UK 2018, Cert: CLUB

Renowned photographer Richard 
Billingham makes his feature-film 
debut with this intricate family portrait, 
inspired by his own memories of 
growing up in the West Midlands in 
the late 70s and early 80s, and then 
his father and mother in the late 90s. 
Billingham revisits the figures of his 
earlier photographs — his alcoholic 
father Ray; his mother Liz; and his 
younger brother Jason — with a series 
of family vignettes where life, lived on 
the margins of society and societal 
taboos, can spiral out of control.

“A gruelling, uncompromising 
and beautiful movie.”
Tara Brady, The Irish Times

RAY & LIZ
 SATURDAY 4.15PM SAFE HOUSE @ ULSTER BANK

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Toby MacDonald 
.............................................................
Cast: Alex Lawther, Jonah Hauer-King, 
Pauline Etienne, Denis Ménochet 
..............................................................
95 mins, UK, 2018, 95 mins, Cert: 12

‘Survival of the fittest’ is the 
philosophy at all boys’ boarding 
school Caldermount. If you’re not a 
champion on the sports field, you’re 
a nobody.  No one knows this better 
than bookworm Amberson, who’s been 
at the bottom of the school’s social 
ladder since he can remember.

When the French teacher’s fiery 
daughter Agnes arrives, Amberson’s 
life is turned upside down. He suddenly 
finds himself playing matchmaker for 
Winchester, the school’s handsome 
but spectacularly dim school-hero. 

Winchester definitely has the looks to 
win over Agnes but it’s Amberson who 
has the wits.

Will Amberson have the courage to 
reveal himself to her and stand up for 
who he really is?

A fresh and vibrant comedy, Old Boys 
is a modern twist on the timeless story 
of Cyrano de Bergerac.

“…charming boarding-school 
romance – a love letter to the 
love letter” 
Wendy Ide, The Observer

Plus short film 'Debut' 

OLD BOYS
 SATURDAY 4PM POST OFFICE

Sponsored by Liptons Sponsored by AIBP
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S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

In collaboration with Clones Library, 
the local centre of the Europe Direct 
initiative, CFF is showing a number of 
short films from the #EUandME series 
by renowned European film directors, 
commissioned by the EU to promote 
some of its values and freedoms.

Please see programme pages for 
screening times of Jaco van Dormael’s 
‘The Shape’, ‘Debut’ by Dalibor Matanić 
and ‘Party Animal’ by Yorgos Zois.

The Europe Direct initiative was 
launched in Ireland in 2005. The 
European Commission wanted to 
create a network of accessible, local 
information centres in all member 
states. The mission of the network is to 
distribute information and advice about 
the European Union’s policies, actively 
promote local and regional debate 
about the European Union, allow the 
European institutions to disseminate 
local and regional information and 
give the public the opportunity to 
send feedback to the European Union 
institutions.

EU Direct / 
#EUandME

04 /05

Live music in the box office – Well Field
A new band, but you might recognise 
the faces from some legendary gigs in 
the Lennard Arms hotel and in Adam-
son’s bar at previous Film Festivals in 
Clones. Well Field is a band formed by 
a love for playing original music. Influ-
enced by bands such as REM, Smiths 
and Whipping Boy, their acoustic sound 
mixes story and song in a way that has 
entertained crowds in Dublin over the 
past year. Here, they are delighted to 
play a collection of songs in the unique 
setting of the old Clones Post Office, 
a stop worth making during a great 
weekend of film.

 SATURDAY 6PM POST OFFICE

LIVE MUSIC:
WELL FIELD 
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CLONESFILMFESTIVAL .COM

death and 
Nightingales

Sponsored by Kama Hemp

Dir: Allan Cubitt
..........................................................................
Cast: Matthew Rhys, Ann Skelly, Jamie 
Dornan, Charlene McKenna
..........................................................................
201 minutes, UK 2018, Cert: CLUB

Join us for this very special evening, a rare 
opportunity to see the BBC’s recent lavish 
production of ‘Death and Nightingales’ on 
the big screen. The film is based on Eugene 
McCabe’s book, hailed by many as one of the 
great Irish novels of the 20th century.

Set over a tense 24-hour period across the 
beautiful, haunting countryside of Fermanagh 
in 1885, when all of the country is an 
undivided province of the British Empire, 
Death and Nightingales is a haunting tale of 
love and deception. Charles Stuart Parnell and 
his Home Rule Movement and the agitation for 
tenant rights have become a powerful political 
force. It’s amid these rising tensions of class 
and religion that our story takes place.

At the heart of the piece are two extraordinarily 
rich characters. Beth is intelligent, well read 
and passionate yet fearful, capable of cold-
hearted revenge and vindictiveness. Her 
stepfather Billy Winters is a towering figure, 
bigoted yet benign and even-handed, drunken 

and duplicitous yet straight and honourable, 
kind, loving and charming yet brutal and 
cruel. The two of them are bound together by 
circumstances and a sense of shared tragedy.

It is into this intense and complex relationship 
that Liam Ward intrudes. Thirty-two
years old, Catholic, Republican, well-travelled, 
good-looking, it is Ward that proves to be 
the catalyst that sets in train the devastating 
events this dramatization depicts.

Please note the film’s running time of 3 
hours and 21 minutes. Refreshments will be 
served in the foyer of the courthouse during a 
prolonged interval after approximately 2 hours.

Writer / Director Allan Cubitt and members of 
the cast and crew will attend the screening.

About the novel:
‘A masterpiece. Death and Nightingales is 
a miracle of a novel which combines prose 
of bleak, unadorned beauty with a plot 
which keeps you up all night.’ - Colm Toibin

‘A deeply moving, powerful, and 
unforgettable book’ - Michael Ondaatje

Screening with kind permission from 
the BBC

 SATURDAY 6.30PM THE COURTHOUSE



Dir: Yann Gonzalez, 
..............................................................
Cast: Vanessa Paradis, Nicolas Maury, 
Kate Moran
..............................................................
UN COUTEAU DANS LE CŒUR
102 minutes, France 2018, Cert: 18

Vanessa Paradis stars in this neon-
soaked vintage slasher pastiche from 
Yann Gonzalez (You and the Night), 
featuring a thrumming original retro-
electro score by M83.
Paris, 1979. Anne (Vanessa Paradis) is 
a veteran gay porn producer, damaged 
by a lifetime of alcoholism and a recent 
messy break-up with her editor Loïs 
(Kate Moran). When one of the stars of 
Anne’s latest productions is savagely 
murdered, the shoot is thrown into 
turmoil. Obsessive and undeterred, 
she pushes ahead with the film, with 
the help of her loyal assistant Archibald 

(Nicolas Maury). But the murderer 
strikes again, savagely picking off her 
cast and crew one by one. Finally, 
Anne comes to realise that she is the 
only one who can stop the killer from 
destroying everything she loves.
Shot entirely on 35mm and 16mm, 
this is a deliciously kitsch and 
unapologetically queer throwback to 
classic giallo movies. A unique and 
tongue-in-cheek story of sex, death 
and obsession, it’s dirty, provocative 
and a whole lot of fun.
“This magical, erotic, disco-tinged 
horror-thriller is like cinematic 
candy…Vanessa Paradis has never 
been better.” — Los Angeles Times
Please note that this film depicts 
strong, graphic violence and explicit 
sex scenes

*plus short film - The Shape

KNIFE + HEART 
 SATURDAY 10PM POST OFFICE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Benedikt Erlingsson
.............................................................
Cast: Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir, Jóhann 
Sigurðarson, Roman Estrada, Jörundur 
Ragnarsson
..............................................................
Kona fer í stríð
101 minutes, Iceland, France, Ukraine, 
2018, Cert: 12A

Meet Halla, a music teacher in her 
forties. She is a happy, upbeat woman 
who leads a quiet and routine life. 
But unbeknown to most she is also 
‘The Mountain Woman’: a lone wolf 
environmental activist who disrupts the 
operations of an aluminium plant in 
the Icelandic highlands, by cutting 
power supply and damaging pylons in 
acts of industrial sabatogue.

As the authorities intensify their 
campaign to catch her she recieves an 
update on a long forgotten adoption 

application- she has been matched 
with a four-year-old girl in the Ukraine.  
Can she reconcile this with her crusade 
to protect her homeland from big 
industry or will her efforts destroy her 
chances of finally becoming a mother?

A funny, moving and utterly unique film.

            “a subversive romp that 
splendidly overturns action-movie 
clichés… presenting its life-or-
death struggles in thrillingly offbeat 
fashion.
Mark Kermode, The Observer.

“Carried by a magnetic performance 
from Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir in 
a dual role (she plays both Halla 
and her identical twin sister Asa), 
Benedikt Erlingsson’s enjoyable 
follow up to Of Horses And Men is 
elevated by wryly idiosyncratic 
flourishes in its execution.
” – Wendy ide, Screendaily

Woman  
at War
 SATURDAY 8PM POST OFFICE

Sponsored by Paul Boyce

Sponsored by Alpha Tanks
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Starry Night 13.54
Caitlin  13.40
The Big Race 10.00
Troubles  11.21
Silence  12.35
Mother  09.14
Low Tide  14.26

SUNDAY2.15PM .  THE COURTHOUSE
Home: Street Stories  11.50    Scott Altman
Foy Vance: To Memphis 13.35    Gregg Houston
The Bomb   1.48      Bob Jones
Mosney   8.48      Ciaran Mackey
Toabh le Toabh  5.29      Kev L Smith
The Vasectomy Doctor  10.47    Paul Webster

SUNDAY 1PM .  THE COURTHOUSE

Short  
documentaries

S P O N S O R E D  BY:  S U P E R VA LU

SHORTS AT CFF
As usual, we are presenting a selection of some of the best Irish and international short live action, documentary and animation films. The winners in each category 
will be awarded with one of our ubiquitous Francie awards at our closing ceremony on Sunday night.
Admission to the short film screenings is free!!

Short  
FICTION /  

EXPERIMENTAL

S P O N S O R E D  BY:  S U P E R VA LU

Sponsored by McElvaney’s Waste & Recycling Sponsored by Monaghan County Council

Emma Smith
Emer Conroy
John Williams
Jonathan Harden 
Tristan Heanue
Natasha Waugh
Ian Hunt Duffy



Short Film 
Programme Judges 

Ciaran Crudden is an exciting creative talent from Co. 
Fermanagh with over a decade’s experience working at 
some of the leading creative agencies in the UK & Ireland. 
In his current role as Head of Studio for London-based 
Strata Create, Ciaran helps the world’s top brands bring 
their communications to life through branding, moving 
image and experiential design. Ciaran is also a passionate 
writer & filmmaker with several award-winning short films 
under his belt, including this year’s official CFF commission 
–“Day in the Sun”.

Ciara O’Shaughnessy is an animator and past student of 
BCFE where she graduated with a BA (Hons) in Animation. 
She is currently working as a background artist on a feature 
length film in Soilsiú films.

Colum Stapleton has been making documentaries since 
the mid-90s. He could not understand why India’s most 
popular Godman, Sai Baba, had no neutral doco made 
about him, so he had a go. Next, he wondered why had a 
former Trappist monk hijacked an Aer Lingus 737. Then he 
needed to understand what marital issues seeing UFOs 
has in Ireland: TELL ME CAPTAIN STRANGE. TRICK OF 
THE LIGHT asked why do the “professional” classes not 
see the UFOs in Norway’s Hessdalen Valley, while the local 
farmers see them often. For EMPIRE OF JURAMIDAM, 
Winner of Grand Prize Documentary Feature 2004, San 
Francisco GreenCine, he went to the Amazon to chart the 
evolution of a community that fuses Christianity & plant 
hallucinogens.

Creation   10.13 Pawel Kleszczewski & Kasia Zimnoch
Streets of Fury  5.00   Aidan McAteer
Prey   5.59  Sun Jing
The 3 Me’s   2.00  Simon Daniels
2.3 x 2.6 x 3.2  3.47  Jiaqi Wang
Mni Wiconi: Water is Life 2.44  Miguel Antonto Genz & Jeremias Galante
The Beekeeper  6.30  Robyn Conroy
Where I Am When I Am Not With You 3.21  Cyane Tornatzky
The Squid   3.32  George Hampshire 
Dorothy   3.22   Ann Upton
24   2.40   Brian Yulo Ng
BUBBLES   2.58   Rachel Fitzgerald 
Lady Isobel & The Elf Knight 7.57  Cashell Horgan

SUNDAY 5PM .  THE COURTHOUSE

Ciaran Crudden

Ciara O’Shaughnessy 

Colum Stapleton

Short 
ANIMATION

Sponsored by Supervalu Clones

Starry Night 13.54
Caitlin  13.40
The Big Race 10.00
Troubles  11.21
Silence  12.35
Mother  09.14
Low Tide  14.26
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Dir: Olivia Wilde
.............................................................. 
Cast: Kaitlyn Dever, Beanie Feldstein, 
Jessica Williams
.............................................................. 
102 minutes, USA, 2019, Cert: 16

Study hard, don’t slack off, get into 
a good college: that’s the formula 
for high school success, or so think 
best friends Molly (Beanie Feldstein) 
and Amy (Kaitlyn Dever). That’s until 
they discover that their hard-partying 
classmates are also bound for the Ivy 
League.
Putting aside the ring binders, they 
commit to spending the last night 
of high school experiencing the 
debauched life unlived.
Actor Olivia Wilde’s directorial debut 
rewrites teen movie cliches to tell 
a smart, inclusive story that fizzes 

with superb set pieces and hilarious 
performances.
A tale of female camaraderie that is 
freewheeling and frank, with many 
painfully relatable moments.

“…wild, warm high school comedy 
puts girls on top” 
Benjamin Lee, The Guardian

“…fast, funny and feminist”
Simran Hans, The Observer

+ Short Film
Party Animal

Booksmart 
 SUNDAY 1.30PM POST OFFICE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Rémi Chayé
.............................................................. 
Featuring the voices of: Christa Théret, 
Féodor Atkine, Antony Hickling
..............................................................
82 mins, France/Denmark, 2015, PG

Set in 1892, this animated adventure 
follows 15-year-old aristocrat Sasha 
as she leaves behind her comfortable 
Saint Petersburg life in the hopes of 
tracking down and saving her beloved 
grandfather, a famous explorer who 
has gone missing near the North Pole. 

Directed by Rémi Chayé (The Story of 
Kells) and produced by Claus Toksvig 
Kjaer (Song of the Sea), this is a 
beautiful animation with a strong young 
female lead character.

“a beautiful coming-of-age animated 
adventure”
Tara Brady, The Irish Times

“With its clean lines and minimal 
graphic style, this animated tale of 
a young Russian aristocrat’s quest 
to find the ship of her adventurer 
grandfather is a thing of real 
beauty.”
Wendy Ide, The Observer

“… moving and deftly realised…” 
Leslie Felperin, The Guardian

Long Way 
North 
 SUNDAY 11AM THE COURTHOUSE

Sponsored by  
Tonya Douglas, Little Design House

Sponsored by 
Matthew’s Discount Store

CLONESFILMFESTIVAL .COM              



Dir: Asif Kapadia 
..............................................................
Featuring: Diego Armando Maradona, 
Corrado Ferlaino, Maria Rosa 
Maradona.
..............................................................
130 minutes, UK, 2019, 15A

Rebel. Hero. Hustler. God.
When Diego Maradona arrived in 
Naples in 1984, for a world-record fee, 
the city’s cherished football team was 
transformed from lowly underachievers 
to Italian and European Champions. 
Venerated as a God, Maradona was 
subsumed into a city riddled with 
corruption, where even the Devil 
needed bodyguards. 
The third film in a loose trilogy on the 
effects of fame from Asif Kapadia, the 
Oscar-winning director of ‘Amy’ and 
‘Senna’, is constructed from over 500 
hours of never-before-seen footage. 

Kapadia skilfully unfurls an incredible 
story of sporting success, the creation 
of a myth and a city’s obsessive 
devotion to a breathtaking talent that 
made him the greatest footballer of his 
generation. 
But there was a price… ‘Diego 
Maradona’ is a unique insight into a 
football genius’ indomitable spirit and 
his very human weaknesses. 

                “…a dizzying rush that 
showcases Kapadia’s most stylish 
film-making to date.” 
Donald Clarke, The Irish Times

            “Kapadia keeps 
this dynamic tension to the fore, 
reminding us of Maradona’s roots, 
juxtaposing the extravagant lifestyle 
that made him headline news with 
the hard-knocks reality of his 
background.” 
Mark Kermode, The Observer

Diego 
Maradona 
 SUNDAY 3.30PM POST OFFICE

S P O N S O R E D  BY  M C E LVA N E Y ’S  WA S T E 
A N D  R E C YC L I N G
S P O N S O R E D  BY 
F. W. E .  C R O W E  I N S U R A N C E

Dir: Cristina Gallego, Ciro Guerra
.............................................................
Cast: Carmiña Martínez, José Acosta, 
Natalia Reyes, Jhon Narváez, Greider 
Meza, José Vicente Cote
..............................................................
125 mins, Colombia, Denmark, Mexico, 
Germany, Switzerland, 2018, 15A

From the Directors of Embrace of 
the Serpent comes this tale of the 
Colombian marijuana trade of the 
1960/70s and a resulting tribal war, 
which through greed and corruption 
caused the downfall of a respected 
indiginous Wayuu family.

When Raphayet persues Zaida for 
his bride, he cannot afford the dowry. 
A chance deal with some Peace 
Corp volunteers to supply them with 
marijuana, helps him secure the 
marriage but starts the family on a 
tragic path.  As tradition, superstition, 

crime and distrust meet head on, family 
loyalties crumble resulting in dishonour 
and bloodshed.

Visually stunning and based on 
actual events, Birds of Passage is 
a meandering, breathtaking family 
drama. 

‘’…this is an engrossing narco-
thriller which deftly balances the 
storytelling tradition of the Wayuu 
with the genre conventions of the 
crime movie and the western.’’ 
Wendy Ide, Screendaily

 
“It’s powerfully affecting fare; 
elegiac, evocative and profoundly 
cinematic.”
Mark Kermode, The Observer         
 
“….poetic – and shocking…” 
Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian

Birds of 
Passage
 SUNDAY 2.30PM SAFE HOUSE @ ULSTER BANK

Sponsored by 
Matthew’s Discount Store

Sponsored by Kelly Rahill Accountants Sponsored by Rory McMahon, Calor Gas
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Closing Night and 
‘ The Francies’ Awards

18 /19

Closing night at CFF has come to mean only one thing – ‘The Francies’. Named 
in honour of Francie Brady in Pat McCabe’s ‘The Butcher Boy’, the awards have 
been designed by Jason Crowley. Jason responded to the motif of the pig, which 
is central to ‘The Butcher Boy’, and fashioned these memorable awards in solid 
bronze. 

So, who is going to win one of these gems this year...?
Awards are presented to the winners of Best Fiction / Experimental, Best 
Documentary and Best Animation from our short film programmes. We will also 
present an audience award to the most popular film on the night, chosen by the 
viewers from the three aforementioned winners and our commissioned film. It is a 
gala night not to be missed and since its inception has been a booked-out affair. 
The awards ceremony will once again take place in the historic surroundings of the 
Courthouse.

This year will see the third world premiere of our CFF-commissioned ‘Long Shorts’ 
film. Chosen from a large number of very strong proposals by the selection 
committee, ‘Day in the Sun’ was shot by Director Ciaran Crudden and his team 
in September. You might have seen them work in St.Tiarnach’s park and other 
prominent locations in and around Clones. Drawing on the strong passion for the 
GAA around these parts, the film tells the story of how Clones man Peter decides 
to give his old friend a day he has been waiting a lifetime for when Fermanagh 
native Brian begins to display signs of advancing dementia.The film stars, among 
others, Seamus O’Rourke, Declan Reynolds and a host of local talent and sights 
and, as always, the people of Clones were more than generous in supporting the 
crew. Thank you!

Afterwards, make your way over to the Festival Club to see the festival out with 
us, singing (well, belting out) your favourite tunes with Aoife McElwain and the 
Sing Along Social in Adamson’s Bar.

Sponsored by Clones Credit Union

 SUNDAY 8PM THE COURTHOUSE





Sponsored by: Adamson’s Bar

THURSDAY Funk Appetit
7 brass necks from the central tropics of Cavana are on a quest. This 
crusade will take some raw funk and place it in a preheated oven (gas 
mark iv), grill some natural disco and jazz for 5 minutes on each side while 
steaming some lycra-tight horn chops before mixing in an organic rhythm 
section that’s right on the money. Season with some bluesy rock before 
serving with some fresh lemongrass vocals.

Certainly, these guys know their way around a horn, maybe a groove or 
three for the night that’s in it and of course the old Ikea kitchen. While their 
infectious grooves are enough to recommend this effort to anyone with a 
pulse, it’s all that ridiculously greasy funk that drips from their fingers and 
collects in the gutters of your ears that’ll leave you reaching for their extra fat 

@ Adamson’s Bar

ALL GIGS 10PM

SUNDAY Sing Along Social
Clones Film Festival is delighted to welcome back Aoife McElwain and the Sing Along Social who, 
after a summer of enchanting the masses from Altogether Now to the Electric Picnic, will travel here 
to Co. Monaghan to see CFF 2019 out with us. 
The Sing Along Social is kind of like a zero-commitment choir.
You don’t need to practice. You don’t need to know the words.
You don’t even need to be able to sing.
This group karaoke with no microphones does not put anyone on the spot.
It’s all about caterwauling along to your favourite songs in the

FRIDAYTully 
Tully are a harmony folk group who perform in clubs, halls, at weddings, 
and whatever yer having yerself! Danielle, Karen, Maria and Sinead have 
a varied and rich background in classical, folk, traditional and roots music, 
and provide a mix of instruments and voices in beautiful dynamic harmony 
which will make this evening truly special

SaturDAY undecided
Undecided are a newly formed three-piece band from Cavan. Having already wooed crowds 
everywhere with their eclectic and explosive mix of heavy rock, indie, blues, folk and country songs 
all year, Ray Fitzsimons, Mickey Carolan and Alan Munnelly have set their collective mind on 
bringing the house down on the Saturday of Clones Film Festival.

THE
UNDECIDED

Clones Film Festival
Live 3-Piece Band playing:

Heavy Rock
Indie
Blues
Folk
Country

October 26th 2019

Scan the Spotify Playlist code here:

In Spotify go to the search bar, tap the camera icon and scan.

Adamsons Bar
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Cinema @ Courthouse

Proud Sponsors of 
Clones Film Festival

CLONES



Festival Venues  
& 
Accommodation
VENUES
Festival Club@Adamson’s
Cinema@TheCourthouse
Cinema/BoxOffice 
@TheOldPostOffice
Cinema@The Safe House UB

ACCOMMODATION
The Creighton Hotel 
Cuil Darach

Monaghan County Council___________________________
Proud sponsors of Clones Film Festival

Proud Sponsors of 
Clones Film Festival
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The box office and the CFF coffee shop are located in the old post office on the Diamond, 
the Safe House is in the former Ulster Bank, also on the Diamond. The Courthouse Cinema is 

on McCurtain Street. Where you see the word ‘Club’, this means that the film has not 
been rated by the Film Censor. Caution is advised and you should speak to a staff member

 if you have concerns.
All tickets can be purchased in advance on our website: 

www.clonesfilmfestival.com
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Date Time Event Venue

Thur 24 8pm Official Opening The Courthouse

Fri 25 5.30pm Can You Ever Forgive Me The Courthouse

Fri 25 6pm Diamantino Post Office

Fri 25 7.45pm Gaza The Courthouse

Fri 25 8pm The Chambermaid Post Office

Fri 25 8.15pm Never Grow Old Safe House @ UB

Fri 25 10.15pm Amazing Grace The Courthouse

Sat 26 11am Smallfoot The Courthouse

Sat 26 11.45am Border Interviews Post Office

Sat 26 1.15pm Ash is Purest White Post Office

Sat 26 1.30pm Leto Safe House @ UB

Sat 26 2pm Hidden War: The Story of the IRB The Courthouse

Sat 26 3.45pm Unquiet Graves The Courthouse

Sat 26 4pm Old Boys plus short: Debut Post Office

Sat 26 4.15pm Ray & Liz Safe House @ UB

Sat 26 6pm Live Music: Well Field Post Office

Sat 26 6.30pm Death & Nightingales The Courthouse

Sat 26 8pm Woman at War Post Office

Sat 26 10pm Knife + Heart plus short: The Shape Post Office

Sun 27 11am Long Way North The Courthouse

Sun 27 1pm Short Documentaries The Courthouse

Sun 27 1.30pm Booksmart plus short: Party Animal Post Office

Sun 27 2.15pm Short Fiction/Experimental The Courthouse

Sun 27 3.30pm Diego Maradonna Post Office

Sun 27 5pm Short Animation The Courthouse

Sun 27 8pm Closing Night The Courthouse

Clones  
Credit Union Ltd.

Proud Sponsors of the
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